
Sustainability Committee Meeting Minutes 
October 9, 2014  

11 a.m. 
President’s Conference Room  

Building 1, Room 2800 
 
 

Voting Members Present: James Taylor, Dr. David Lambert, Justin Lemmons, Amy Costa, 
Signe Evans, Wallace Harris, Chuck Hubbuch, Zak Ovadia 
 
Voting Members Absent: Becky Purser, Dr. Tony Rossi, Jolie Schlieper, Vince Smyth, Lance 
Taylor and Chris Wrenn 
 
Associate Members (non-voting): Dr. Heather Truelove, Sam Lento, Matt Davidson, Dr. Josh 
Gellers, Shawn Asmuth, John Kantner, Blair Romain, Aaron Anderson, Neal Fisher 
 
Others Present: George Androuin 
 
Meeting began at 11 a.m. 
 
1. Pepsi funding for Garbage on the Green 

James Taylor brought up the potential of using a portion of the funds provided by Pepsi 
through their contractual agreement for campus sustainability initiatives to support Garbage 
on the Green. He specifically requested the use of $2,500 per year until the contract expires 
in fiscal year 2017. He informed the Sustainability Committee that he had prior conversations 
with Vince Smyth, who is the appropriate contact regarding the use of these funds, and he 
supports the idea, but asked the Sustainability Committee to submit a formal proposal 
outlining specifically what the funds will be used for. He also reminded the Sustainability 
Committee they supported this initiative in 2013. He then opened it up for comments. The 
Sustainability Committee expressed support for the initiative and no comments were made in 
regards to using the funds to support Garbage on the Green.  
 
There was one comment provided by Zak Ovadia, but not in regards to using funds for 
Garbage on the Green. Zak asked if the committee would support a proposal to use additional 
funds from Pepsi for the purchase of decals for all LEED (Leadership in Environmental and 
Energy Design) buildings on campus. Again the committee expressed support for this 
initiative. Wallace brought up a concern that since the LEED certifications for buildings 
expire, would installing decals on buildings with expired certificates be an issue. The 
committee did not feel this way, since plaques and decals are installed in many buildings 
when they first open and their certificates are not always renewed. Wallace also added that 
the University did not want to pursue LEED for existing buildings since the process has been 
very challenging and time consuming for staff. Dr. David Lambert asked if UNF needs to 
renew its USGBC membership in order to participate in further LEED projects, but both Zak 
and Wallace felt individual memberships were sufficient. James then requested this specific 
item be postponed until next meeting, after Zak provides a quote on the decals.  
 



James then gave the floor to Shawn Asmuth to discuss the potential of including more 
contractual agreements for sustainability in the future. She added many universities already 
include sustainability in their call for proposals. James asked Shawn to prepare a list of 
upcoming contracts for next meetings.  

 
2. Committee updates 

a. Electric vehicle charging stations 
Since the last meeting, James, Dr. John Kantner and Sharon Ashton (not present) met 
with the Parking Advisory Council regarding installing electric vehicle charging 
stations. James informed the Sustainability Committee that the Parking Advisory 
Council had a few concerns, but they voted to support the initiative. They requested 
the Sustainability Committee submit a proposal discussing issues such as the location 
of stations, ongoing costs to the university and how the parking spots will be 
managed through Parking Services. James then introduced Kevin O’Halloran, a 
student employee of the Environmental Center, who will be doing research on electric 
vehicle charging stations on other campus and helping write the proposal. James then 
opened the topic up to the committee.  

 
George Androuin brought up a concern that any time parking spaces are taken there 
are numerous complaints from the UNF community. He asked if there were any 
issues with placing these in the outer lots versus the inner lots. Furthermore, George 
stressed getting the right number of charging stations, so they will all be utilized and 
not left empty. James suggested the need to conduct another survey to help gauge the 
number of charging stations needed. Wallace Harris then brought up a concern 
regarding the legality of allowing people to consume energy purchased from E&G 
funds for their personal cars. James told the committee from a previous conversation 
from a parking staff member at USF, they voiced concern about the legality of 
charging someone to use energy provided from the utility. For the sake of time, James 
said these and other issues would be handled outside the normal committee meetings 
in a group dedicated to this issue. He hopes to have something concrete by December 
and stressed the need to have our plans in place when the JEA program becomes 
available.  
 

b. Campus Sustainability Week 
Committee reviewed events planned for Campus Sustainability Week.  
 

c. Recycling weight tracking 
James spoke to Jim Mousa from Property and he agreed to provide copies of the 
certificate of destruction for electronics. The certificates provide the weights on many 
items, but not all. He added that this is a start to a more inclusive recycling tracking 
process, but there are more items to add to the list.  
 

3. New construction on north end of campus 
Zak Ovadia briefed the Sustainability Committee on the construction slated to take place on 
the north end of campus for Athletics. Zak discussed the plans outlined in the Athletics Mini 
Master Plan to install a number of athletics fields on the north end of campus. Surveying has 



already started on the property, but the funds have not yet materialized for construction. The 
funds will include a combination of Athletics and other sources, but Zak suggested talking to 
VP Shari Shuman for more details on funding. The fields are needed by Athletics for NCAA 
tournaments to be hosted on campus in early 2015. Zak stressed this construction was not 
encroaching on the boundaries of the Sawmill Slough Preserve.  
 
The topic was then turned over to the Sustainability Committee. Dr. Lambert voiced concern 
since the construction will remove some of the last scrub habitat on campus, which is a very 
threatened habitat in Florida. Justin Lemmons also commented on the loss of the habitat, 
which included wild turkeys and gopher tortoises. Zak suggested the committee submit a 
proposal on the potential impact. There were additional concerns raised from multiple 
Sustainability Committee members on the process in which the Athletics Mini Master Plan 
was developed and questions on the amount of input from the UNF community. Zak and 
Wallace both said there were a number of input sessions that were advertised in advance, yet 
relatively few people showed up.  
 
Neal Fisher asked if any additional parking was associated with the new construction and 
Zak said no additional parking will be added.  
 
James suggested that if the construction was to take place, he thought Sustainability 
Committee should advocate for the expansion of the acreage of the Sawmill Slough Preserve. 
He referenced a map on page 26 of the 2010-2020 Campus Master Plan, which outlines 
recommended conservation area expansions. The Sustainability Committee supported the 
idea of providing Campus Planning with a proposal outlining the potential ecological losses 
due to construction and recommending ways to mitigate those losses. Furthermore, James 
agreed to follow up with Campus Planning in January when the revisions to Campus Master 
Plan will begin.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
 


